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SUBJECT: FAREWELL CALL ON PRESIDENT KEKKONEN 

1. I PAID MY FAREWELL CALL ON PRESIDENT KEKKONEN TODAY, 
MARCH 21. THE DISCUSSION WHICH ENSUED WAS FRIENDLY IN 
SPIRIT, BASED AS IT WAS ON THE GOOD PERSONAL RELATIONS 
WHICH WE HAVE HAD OVER THE YEARS. PRESIDENT KEKKONEN 
EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT FINNS HAVE MAINTAINED A FAIRLY 
GOOD BALANCE IN THEIR RELATIONS WITH THE US AS THEY 
PURSUE THEIR POLICY OF ACTIVE NEUTRALITY. I REMARKED 
THAT THE BALANCE IN MY VIEW COULD HAVE BEEN SOMEWHAT 
BETTER. PRESIDENT KEKKONEN VOLUNTEERED THE OPINION 
THAT HE DID NOT LIKE THE ANTI- US BIAS IN THE FINNISH 
STATE RADIO AND TV, BUT PART OF THE PROBLEM STEMS FROM 
THE FACT THAT SO MUCH OF THE MATERIAL THAT IS USED 
COMES FROM US SOURCES. I REPLIED THAT MY COUNTRY IS A 
FIRM BELIEVER IN THE PRINCIPLE OF FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION 
BUT PROFERRED THE SUGGESTION THAT THE FINNS SHOULD NOT 
NECESSARILY CHOKE US WITH OUR OWN VIRTUE. 

2. THE CONVERSATION THEN TURNED TO THE CURRENT FINNISH 
DOMESTIC POLITICAL SCENE. PRESIDENT KEKKONEN SAID HE 
WAS GREATLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE POSSIBLE POLITICAL 
IMPLICATIONS OF THE APPARENT IMPASSE WHICH WE ARE WITNESSING 
THESE DAYS IN THE WAGE NEGOTIATIONS AND THE GOVERNMENT' S 
EFFORTS TO PUSH THROUGH DOMESTIC ECONOMIC LEGISLATION 
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DEALING WITH PRICE AND INCOME POLICY. HE NOTED THAT HE 
HAD HAD TO INTERVENE IN 1971 AND THAT IT IS MORE DIFFICULT 
TO DO THE SAME A SECOND TIME. HE THEREFORE HAD TO WEIGH 
EVEN MORE CAREFULLY THE POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES OF HIS 
STEPPING IN. HE REMARKED ALMOST WISTFULLY THAT HIS PRESI- 
DENTIAL POWER IN THE ECONOMIC FIELD SEEMS TO BE LESS 
SIGNIFICANT THAN THAT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

I REMARKED THAT AS I HAD OBSERVED HIM IN ACTION IT SEEMED 
TO ME THAT THE FINNISH PRESIDENT HAD EXTENSIVE CONSTITUTIONAL 
POWER IN A VARIETY OF FIELDS. THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT, ON 
THE OTHER HAND, IS TACKLING DIFFICULT PROBLEMS IN THE 
ECONOMIC FIELD IN A PRAGMATIC MANNER. 

3. DURING THE COURSE OF THE CONVERSATION PRESIDENT 
KEKKONEN EXPRESSED HIS AND HIS WIFE' S ENTHUSIASM OVER 
THE POSSIBLE VISIT TO FINLAND OF MRS. NIXON. 
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